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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE EC BRUSSELS 01781 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, EEC, PLOS 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN FISHING IN US WATERS AFTER MARCH 1 
REF: (A) STATE 39521, (B) ROME 2910, (C) STATE 27334 

1 . EC COMMISSION OFFICIALS HAVE SUBMITTED TO US COPIES OF 
FISHING VESSEL IDENTIFICATION FORMS FOR EIGHT ITALIAN BOATS TO 
FISH IN ICNAF ZONES FIVE AND SIX IN THE US FISHERY CONSERVATION 
ZONE AFTER MARCH 1. THESE ARE BEING AIR POUCHED TO OES/OFA. 

THE ORIGINALS WERE SENT LAST WEEK BUT WERE APPARENTLY LOST IN 
THE MAILS AND NEVER REACHED THIS MISSION. COMMISSION OFFICIALS 
STATE THAT ITALY WILL PROBABLY HAVE TAKEN ITS ENTIRE LOLLIGO 
QUOTA BY MARCH 1 QND THAT THE EIGHT VESSELS WOULD LIKE TO FISH 
FOR ILLEX, BUTTERFISH AND OTHER FISH REMAINING IN THE ITALIAN 
QUOTA BEFORE MOVING INTO CANADIAN WATERS. THEY ARE ANXIOUS 
THAT NO ACTION BE TAKEN AGAINST THESE VESSELS IN THE EVENT THAT 
THE NECESSARY PRCEDURES TO PERMIT FISHING ARE NOT COMPLETED 
BY THE MARCH 1 CUT-OFF DATE. 

2. THE LOCA AP CORRESPONDENT HAS A REPORT THAT THE 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FISH AND WILDLIFE HAS HELD UP US 
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GIFAS WITH EC, JAPAN. SPAIN AND KOREA AND THAT IT IS 
MOST UNLIKELY THAT THEY WILL BE IN PLACE BY MARCH 1. 

3. PLEASE INFORM US OF THE STATUS OF US-EC GIFA AND 
ANY ADVICE WE SHOULD PASS THE EC COMMISSION IN REGARD 
TO FISHING BY EC FISHERMEN AFTER MARCH 1. JOHNSTON 
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